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Library news in brief

Kathleen Collins published “Co-
median Hosts and the Demotic 
Turn” in Llinares, Fox, and Berry, 
eds. Podcasting: New Aural Cultures 
and Digital Media (Palgrave Mac-
millan, 2018), available to read on 
CUNY Academic Works.

Robin Davis gave a presentation, 
“Keep it secret, keep it safe! Preserv-
ing anonymity by subverting sty-
lometry” in October at PyGotham, 
an annual conference for Python 
programmers in New York City. With 
Mark Eaton, a librarian at KBCC, she 
led “Python for Beginners: A Gentle 
and Fun Introduction,” a LITA Pre-
Conference Institute at the ALA An-
nual Conference, which took place in 
New Orleans in June 2018.

Maria Kiriakova published “Com-
batting Corruption in the USA: 
State, Dynamics, and Tendencies,” 
co-written with Y. Truntsevsky, in 
Public International and Private In-
ternational Law: Science-Practice and 
Information Journal, vol. 100, no. 3.

Jeffrey Kroessler appeared in the 
PBS documentary “The Woman in 
the Iron Coffin” in the series “Se-
crets of the Dead,” about the re-
mains of an unidentified African-
American woman found in Queens 
in 2011. His report, prepared for the 
City Club of New York, “Losing Its 
Way: The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission in Eclipse,” was re-
printed in Environmental Law in New 
York (vol. 29, no. 8 and 9, Aug. and 
Sept. 2018) and is accessible through 
CUNY Academic Works. In October, 
he presented his research on terror-
ism in New York City to the Seminar 
on the City at Columbia University.

Maureen Richards presented at 
the ExLibris Northeast User Group 
2018 conference in October on what 
we are learning from the use of the 
library’s web-scale discovery tool, 
OneSearch.

Ellen Sexton and Vee Herrington 
presented “Using LibGuides and Ep-
ortfolio as hosting platforms for ZTC 
[Zero Textbook Cost] courses” at 
Open Ed 2018 in October in Niagara 
Falls.

Season 2 of Indoor Voices, 
podcast hosted by two CUNY 
librarians
The podcast co-hosted by Kathleen Col-
lins (John Jay) and Steve Ovadia (La-
Guardia) is going strong in its second 
season, thanks to support from the Of-
fice for the Advancement of Research 
and a wealth of interesting work done by 
people all around CUNY. Visit the blog 
at indoorvoicespodcast.com to peruse 
past episodes and subscribe to keep up 
with new ones. Follow them on Twitter 
@indoorvoicespod.

Barcode logins for John Jay Online 
students
We’ve made a change to how students in 
John Jay Online fully-online degree pro-
grams get their barcode number, which 
is used to log into OneSearch to unlock 
extra features (like requesting books 
from other CUNY libraries) and view 
more search results. Barcodes are now 
issued by email to JJO degree students 
on request via a webform on our website. 
(All online students already have ac-
cess to full-text articles with their usual 
login.)

Escape the Library! 
The Lloyd Sealy Library and Student Ac-
ademic Success Programs (SASP) part-
nered up to coordinate the “Escape the 
Library!” challenge. This hands-on 
learning activity introduced first-year 
and transfer students to basic library re-
search skills and study spaces available 
to them. SASP Peer Success Coaches 
attended each day of the game to help 
guide participants toward solving the 
puzzles. Over the summer, 137 students 
participated in the game, and four doz-
en more did in the fall semester. In to-
tal, over 700 students have participated 
in the game since its inception in 2013. 
Overall, this semester’s “Escape the Li-
brary!” event was a success: students 
rated the activity highly and met the li-
brary’s learning objectives.

Betsy Crenshaw joins the Library
We welcomed Betsy Crenshaw as an ad-
junct assistant professor in the library. 
She will bring her extensive experience 
from multiple CUNY libraries to the Ref-
erence Desk at Lloyd Sealy Library. Wel-
come, Betsy!

The online edition of this newsletter is 
available at jjay.cc/news
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From the Desk of the Chief Librarian

Murder Will Out 
Larry E. Sullivan

Horrible tragedy! Jealousy, murder, 
arson and probable suicide. A well-

known citizen murdered in cold blood! 
A wife strangled by her husband. A city 
chapter of blood and horror.” Sealy Li-
brary’s recent rare book acquisitions 
includes this compendium of horrific 
deeds committed in the “Queen City” 
of Cincinnati, with its vibrant culture, 
but also a city beset by the mayhem of 
the Old West. The author and compiler 
of Murder Will Out… by “An Old Citizen” 
(1867), but identified as Colonel William 
De Beck, chronicles numerous crimes, 
including child murder, lynching, spou-
sal poisoning, riots, and other misdeeds.  
His cautionary tale introduction notes 
that “they of both sexes will find much 
that they thus must avoid—the com-
mission of the first little sin, may be the 
means of bringing  them to destruction.” 
He goes on to chronicle such incidents 
as the “Murder of S. Easton’s Little Son”; 
“Fannie French, the Cyprian, Shoots 
her Paramour, Devlin”; “The Notorious 
Maythes Family”; and many, many  oth-
ers.

We in the criminal justice world are 
not exceptionally shocked by reading 
about these crimes.  But in the middle 
of the book we come across accounts of 
two murders and a riot linked to the ris-
ing populist, nativist, anti-immigrant 
feelings that were then spreading across 
the United States.  The influx of the Irish 
and the Germans in the 1850s gave rise 
to the “Know-Nothing” political party. 
Many cities, such as San Francisco, set 
up vigilance committees to fight the 
political control of Irish and German 
immigrants. New York, with half of its 
voting rolls populated by naturalized 
immigrants, formed the American Party 
(Know-Nothings), which advocated an 
exclusionary model to make it difficult 
if not impossible for foreigners, espe-
cially the Irish, to become naturalized 
citizens. Their platform included setting 
a long residency requirement (21 years), 
deporting immigrant paupers and crim-
inals, and other measures. This rhetoric 

and these actions are all too familiar to 
our contemporary political situation, 
not just in America, but globally as well.

In Cincinnati, the 1855 mayoral elec-
tion featuring the populist, nativist can-
didate for mayor, James Taylor, editor of 
the Cincinnati Times, delivered inflam-
matory attacks on the Germans, which 
sparked a vicious assault  by the  nativ-
ist “Americans” on the  German “Over-
the Rhine” neighborhood. The Germans 
fought back successfully, leading to the 
Democratic candidate James J. Faran 
winning the election.     

Our author relates that the day after 
the election, a Know-Nothing was mur-
dered walking down a street “in which 

he had no business.” To the chagrin of 
the “old citizen” he was given a sol-
dier’s funeral. But shortly thereafter the 
American party, owing in part to its an-
tagonism to the anti-slavery movement, 
largely disappeared from the political 
scene in Cincinnati and other cities. 
Our author states that “Know Nothing-
ism was carried to such an excess, that 
we think few shed tears when it became 
extinct. Any thing [sic] which tends to 
alienate one part of the people from an-
other is injurious to the public good, and 
ought not to be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances in this land of free speech.”

Plus ça change... 

“

See the title page on the cover of this newsletter.
Call number: Spec. Coll. Room HV6534 .C5 D5
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Library news

During the first few weeks of the fall 
semester, you may have noticed the 

New York Public Library (NYPL) table in 
the Atrium. NYPL staff were present to 
streamline the process for getting a fully 
activated NYPL library card, with a bar-
code and PIN.

Hundreds of students signed up, many 
of whom learned they were eligible to 
receive a NYPL library card simply be-
cause they attend a school in New York 
City. Those who thought they had an ac-
tive card—NYPL cards must be renewed 
every 3 years—were able to make sure 
that they did. 

John Jay librarians were also on hand 

The new Shared Collection Catalog at the New York Public Library
Expanding access to NYPL, Columbia University, & Princeton University shared collections

Maureen Richards

to explain that in addition to the 88 
neighborhood branches that focus on 
serving the needs of the local commu-
nity, NYPL cardholders have access to 
world-renowned scholarly resources 
that include:

• NYPL’s four research libraries

• Hundreds of specialized and multidis-
ciplinary databases

• Thousands of ebooks

• Shared Collection Catalog
The research materials in the databas-

es and ebooks are appropriate for aca-
demic work and are accessible remotely, 

so long as you have an active NYPL bar-
code and PIN.  

NYPL’s Shared Collection Catalog is 
the newest tool for discovering the re-
search collections available to NYPL li-
brary card holders. This catalog searches 
all of NYPL’s on-site research collection 
and items stored in an off-site facility 
that is owned and operated by NYPL, 
Columbia University, and Princeton Uni-
versity libraries, to facilitate the sharing 
of resources.  Through this new Shared 
Collection Catalog, you can now easily 
search, find, and gain access to millions 
of items that are part of this shared col-
lection.

John Jay students form a long line in front of the NYPL table in the Kroll Atrium in early September.
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How the Shared Collection Catalog works
Start at the Shared Collection Catalog search box which can be 
found behind the Research tab on the NYPL homepage. It 
looks like this:

Conduct a search and look under Status to see if the item is 
available at an NYPL location or whether you have to request 
the item:

When the item is not immediately available, you can click on 
the title to find out more, including which of the three librar-
ies systems owns the materials. Once you request an item, you 
will be prompted to enter your active NYPL barcode and PIN, 
then choose a delivery option. Materials can be delivered to 
one or more locations at NYPL research libraries or you can 
request to have a small portion (such as the table of contents, 
single article, book chapter or index) of the item scanned and 
emailed to you. 

If you order a book before 2:30pm, Monday through Thurs-
day, it will be delivered to NYPL the next day. Special items, 
like films that need projectors, will be delivered to the NYPL 
library with the viewing equipment. Keep in mind that these 
items may not be taken out of the NYPL building, but they 
will keep any requested materials on hold for you as long as 
you need them—so you can come back each day and use them.

If you have already used this new Shared Collection Catalog, 
please let us know about your experience.  If you have not, 
start exploring it now! (Shortlink: nypl.org/shared)

Haaren Hall through the years

Before John Jay moved in, the building underwent a gut 
renovation in 1987. Source: John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice 1987 yearbook, which you can find online (short-
link: jjay.cc/year).

In 1906, the building was home to Dewitt Clinton High 
School. Image source: The Castle on the Parkway: The Story 
of New York City’s Dewitt Clinton High School and Its Extraor-
dinary Influence on American Life, which you can find in the 
Special Collections open shelving at LD7501 .N5 D48 2009.

Haaren Hall at night 
in 1997. Yes, it’s 
true—the façade once 
had zero scaffold-
ing. Source: John Jay 
College of Criminal 
Justice 1997 yearbook, 
which you can also 
find online (shortlink: 
jjay.cc/year). 
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New study spaces unveiled
Maria Kiriakova

It is a hard balance for Lloyd Sealy Library to keep the collec-
tions growing, on the one hand, and to provide more quiet 

study space for a steadily growing student population, on the 
other hand. We use our creativity to make rearrangements 
and carve out new space in the existing library physical plant. 

This semester, the students are now able to enjoy two new 
study space additions that are the results of the librarians’ 
hard work. The computer lab on the ground floor was expand-
ed by gaining a room that can accommodate 24 users. The 
south wing of the library on the upper level was transformed 
into the Silent Study Area South, which is full of natural light. 

The computer lab expansion idea was born more than five 
years ago. The library was ready to give up space allocated for 
the staff to satisfy students’ requests for additional computer 
seats. Moving the walls was not an easy undertaking, but now 
the students have a renovated space with brand new furniture. 
This already popular spot will definitely be appreciated dur-
ing the 24-hour Library Lounge & Lab operation at the end of 
each semester during finals period.

The creation of the Silent Study Area South was an attempt 
to make a space without breaking any walls. We decided to 
compress the bound periodicals collection and create an open-
ing at the end of the south wing on the upper level, mirroring 
the existing quiet study area in the north wing. Despite the 
dropped ceiling, the room now looks bright and airy, thanks 
to the big windows along two walls. It took a month of physi-
cal labor this summer by Maria Kiriakova, Matt Murphy, Ellen 
Belcher, Ellen Sexton, Jeff Kroessler, Mark Zubarev, and Omar 
Rivera to move 34,200 volumes. We had to make the calcula-
tions and measurements first, vacuum the books, rearrange 

and clean the shelves, and check and fix the records in the 
catalog. The Office of Space Planning helped with new carpet-
ing and building of two countertops. Geng Lin coordinated the 
electric and data wiring aspects for both projects. 

These new study spaces fit well into John Jay College stu-
dents’ ideal vision of an academic library. The Pop-Up Li-
brary’s surveys in March of this year revealed that the young 
scholars imagined “quiet,” “calming,” and “distraction-free” 
spaces in their ideal library. These two study spaces fulfill 
these dreams. 

Silent Study Area South

Reserve Lab expansion
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I am trying to track down a quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
“The ends pre-exist in the means.” Writing about terrorism, 

I want to contrast that Emersonian idea with its opposite: 
“The ends justify the means,” or as Malcolm X put it, “By any 
means necessary.” What I need is the citation. 

Without anything at hand to go on, I first entered the words 
in quotes into the OneSearch box on the library’s homepage. 
Nothing. But that should not be surprising, as this is designed 
to identify sources for research. Even so, the quotation might 
have turned up somewhere. 

Google Scholar is a better option, because it does allow 
searching for an exact quotation. Here I added “Emerson” in 
the search box. Surely the original will turn up, or maybe it 
will be cited in another work. The search does not yield the 
original source but does offer an intriguing array of essays 
containing a version of the quote. 

The first is “Educational Appraisals,” by Ross L. Mooney, in 
Education Research Bulletin, vol. 36, no. 2 (Feb. 13, 1957). In this 
case I can access the entire eight-page piece. But the quote is 
not in that essay. Rather, it is found at the end of the previous 
piece on the page the Mooney piece begins. So, the first re-
sult in this search did not bring up the article where the quote 
was to be found. The article listed second by Google Scholar, 
“Educational Means” by Edgar Dale from the same publica-
tion, was the one with the quote. The Emerson reference was 
footnoted: an entry titled “Education” in his journals dated 
September 13, 1831 (that author used a 1909 edition of his 
journals; for me, the nearest edition would do). But actually, 
he summarized the quote and the reference refers to another: 
“The things which are taught children are not an education, 
but the means of education.” 

So, I search for the referenced journal entry, not confident 
that the quote would be found there. The library catalog yield-
ed Journals and Miscellaneous Notebooks of Ralph Waldo Em-
erson, a 16-volume set published between 1960 and 1982. On 
the shelf, however I find only Volume 7 (1838-1842). Clicking 
deeper into the bibliographic record I learn that John Jay only 

has Volume 7. That was after I had gone into the stacks. Frus-
trating. And I’m the librarian!  

Back to the Google Scholar results. A promising item is 
“Sources of Value for Modern Man” by Eduard C. Lindemane, 
in Religious Education, vol. 42, 1947. Alas, access to the full 
piece is blocked, and searching our collection of journals by 
title, I found that we do not have it in any database.

The next possibility is “Speech Sportsmanship,” a brief es-
say by Burton H. Byers in The Speech Teacher, vol. 3, no. 2, 1954 
(now Communication Education). The Google Scholar link leads 
to the publisher’s page, and a dead end (no, I do not wish to 
purchase the article). Looking again under journals by title, I 
find that we do have access to the journal. Byers makes great 
use of the Emerson: “In a totalitarian society, it is generally 
held that the ends justify the means. A person who believes 
in democracy is likely to think that greater wisdom was ex-
pressed by Emerson when he wrote that the ends pre-exist in 
the means.” A wonderful application of the idea, but there is 
no citation. 

Moving on to “Postcards from the Edge: Surveying the Digi-
tal Divide,” by Andrew G. Celli and Kenneth M. Dreifach, in 
Cardozo Arts Entertainment Law Journal, 20 (2002). They refer-
ence Emerson and locate the source as his 1841 essay “Com-
pensation.” Bingo! The actual sentence in that essay is differ-
ent, however: “Cause and effect, means and ends, seed and 
fruit, cannot be severed; for the effect already blooms in the 
cause, the end preexists in the means, the fruit in the seed.” 

This was a twisted, frustrating, and ultimately successful 
research journey, and at its end I am left with two questions. 
First, is the popular version of the quote—“The ends pre-exist 
in the means”—to be found elsewhere in Emerson’s writings, 
somewhere in his journals, perhaps? Or is it simply a pithier 
version of the sentence from “Compensation”? And second, 
why did I find several references to this quotation in essays 
from the 1940s and 1950s but scarcely any from later decades? 

The journey continues.

The ends pre-exist in the means
Search and serendipity

Jeffrey A. Kroessler
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Databases

HeinOnline’s Slavery in America and the World database 
provides free public access to countless English-language 

legal materials, pamphlets and books on slavery. Though the 
collection covers slavery in other parts of the world, its con-
tent is largely from and about the United States. Its legal ma-
terials include every statute passed by every colony and state 
on slavery, every federal statute pertaining to slavery, and all 
reported state and federal cases about slavery. It also includes 
legal commentary published before 1920 as well as modern 
law reviews. Its non-legal materials consist of books and pam-
phlets from the Buffalo Public Library’s rare book collection. 

Users can search and browse the collection from a number of 
access points. The main page includes a full text search, a link 
to an advanced search, and several browsing options for quick 
access to specific types of documents. For example, research-
ers can click on the “Slavery Statutes” tab to access and re-
view federal and state statutes. The advanced search provides 
a number of filters such as document type, which includes 
speeches, narratives, and specific legal documents. 

Originally conceived as a subscription-based database, 
HeinOnline decided in 2016 to make Slavery in America and 
the World free to the public. This decision was in response to, 
as the company president outlines in a press release, the crisis 
in race relations in America. HeinOnline decided to rethink 
the idea of profiting from a collection on slavery (tinyurl.
com/HeinOnlineSlaveryInAmerica). This means that well 
after graduation, our students can access this important and 
impressive collection that brings together HeinOnline’s strong 
legal collections with non-legal documents in one searchable 
platform. 

Please also consult:

Slavery in America and the World: History, Culture & Law
Database overview

Karen Okamoto

The search interface of the database, including browsable sections

Primary sources linked from Slavery in America and the World

• The “Slavery and Anti-slavery related primary sources” tab on Ellen Belcher’s “Primary Sources: Digital Archival Collections” 
research guide (shortlink: jjay.cc/primary)

• The New York Slavery Records Index, created by John Jay professors and students (nyslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu)
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Many of us are by now familiar with using LexisNexis to 
find news and legal resources. The LexisNexis interface 

that we’re used to is getting a face lift and a name change. In 
fact, it already has—Nexis Uni. Currently in the library’s list 
of popular databases, you will see both the classic and the new 
versions, but as of the end of 2018, the classic will disappear. 

If you are used to looking for cases in LexisNexis, the same 
task in Nexis Uni may take a little getting used to. As always, 
there is more than one way to use the database to find a case 
and the most obvious-seeming options can be a bit confus-
ing at first. Looking at the main search page of Nexis Uni, you 
will see a Guided Search area with the question “What are you 
interested in?” This is tempting, especially as there is a Cases 
option planted squarely below. However, once you select that 
cases button, the next question is “State or Federal?” This may 
be an obstacle to a user who is not certain of the jurisdiction. 

So perhaps you go back to the main search page and this 
time see the “Get a Doc Assistance” link just below the search 
box. This is tempting, too, especially since, once selected, it 
seems to be all about cases. You can search by citation, party 
names or docket number. If you are well-versed in legal re-
search, this may please you, as there are detailed options you 
can select to conduct a controlled search. The average user, 
however, will likely feel overwhelmed with the choices. The 
party names option looks promising but returns zero results 
unless you also select a jurisdiction. So, back to the home page. 

I can vouch for a more direct route to finding a case, espe-
cially if what you seek is a specific case for which you have at 

Finding cases using Nexis Uni
The new look of LexisNexis

Kathleen Collins

least one party name, or a case on a particular issue. In the 
main search box, type your search term (e.g. Griswold or Title 
IX), then in the dropdown box to the left of the search box 
(where it says “All Nexis Uni”) you can open that to choose 
Cases from a list, then select Search in the lower right of that 
same page. If your desired results do not appear early on in the 
list, you can enter a party name or a key word on the left side 
of the page to narrow the results.

One other note to keep in mind. There is a prominently dis-
played “Export Citation” button at the top of each document. 
This takes you to a set of options for citation styles, but does 
not (yet?) connect with citation managers like RefWorks as 
classic LexisNexis did. 

I don’t mean to disparage Nexis Uni. It improves in several 
ways upon the classic, most notably in its clean appearance 
and the ability to run either natural language or Boolean 
searches. They will likely continue to make changes in coming 
months to address users’ needs. The Discover Topics link pre-
sented on the home page, which may be a replacement for the 
Hot Topics links in the classic version, can be a useful tool for 
generating topic ideas, via three broad categories: Business, 
Criminal Justice, and Political Science. 

To end on a positive note, Nexis Uni is still the excellent 
source for news and legal resources that it always has been—
it’s just a matter of adjusting to new strategies to get to them.
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As I waited on the Columbus Circle 
subway platform, a friend emailed 

me to recommend Fates and Furies, Lau-
ren Groff’s 2015 novel. By the time the 
C train doors opened—really!—I was al-
ready reading the ebook for free on my 
smartphone with the SimplyE app. A lit-
tle frisson of librarian glee ran through 
me. 

Anyone who has struggled with other 
ebook readers from libraries will un-
derstand my joy. Historically, apps like 
Overdrive and Adobe Digital Editions 
have been very user-unfriendly. (Even 
the ebook vendors that Lloyd Sealy Li-
brary works with make downloading 
ebooks for offline use very difficult, al-
though reading online is a cinch.) But 
SimplyE simply works. 

How to use SimplyE
SimplyE is free to download and is avail-
able for iOS and Android, and it requires 
a library card sign-in. If you have a New 
York Public Library (NYPL) or Brooklyn 
Public Library (BPL) card, you can access 
ebooks that are available through those 
library systems. The app’s home screen 
displays current best sellers in fiction 
and non-fiction, staff picks of recent 
publications, young adult books, and 
books in Spanish, Russian, and Chinese. 
Just tap on a book cover to download or 
reserve it. 

(Don’t have a library card? First, let 
me strongly recommend that you get 
one! As my colleague Maureen Richards 
notes on pp. 4–5, there are many bene-
fits to an NYPL card even beyond check-
ing out print books from their many 
lovely bricks-and-mortar branches. But 
until you treat yourself to a library card, 
you can choose to get ebooks on SimplyE 
by choosing the Digital Public Library 
of America as your home library. Their 
ebooks include public domain classics, 
some academic press publications, and 
some children’s books.)

Features and bugs
I use the SimplyE app quite a lot on my 
Android phone. Browsing and search-
ing work as expected, and it’s infre-
quent that a book I want to read isn’t 
in the catalog. What is frequent, how-
ever, are long queues for very popular 
books. (I am currently 635th in line to 
read Gillian Flynn’s Sharp Objects.) Just 
like print books, library ebooks are usu-
ally limited in number, so only a certain 
number of people can download it at a 
time. Don’t get disheartened, though—
you can reserve a place in the queue for 
unavailable ebooks, and in the mean-
time, there are plenty of available ones. 
You can filter the catalog to display only 
currently downloadable books to avoid 
disappointment.

Ebook downloads are very fast. The 
app allows you to read downloaded 
ebooks without network service, which 
can be a lifesaver when your subway 
train is delayed in a tunnel. 

There is one odd bug in the Android 
app that plagues me: when I change font 
size or page background color, the app 
takes me back to the first page in the 
chapter I’m reading—even if that means 
rewinding 200 pages. (As a programmer 
myself, I can appreciate the challenge 
of this seemingly simple function.) As it 
happens, this bug turns out to be a great 
incentive to finish a chapter before clos-
ing out of SimplyE. 

Background of the app
The app is designed and built by Library 
Simplified, a group of 10 public libraries 
with NYPL as the lead partner. The Li-
brary Simplified project is funded by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Servic-
es. “Through our collective action,” the 
Library Simplified website says, “librar-
ies can better connect more people to 
more books[,] for we believe more people 
reading more is our ultimate mission. 
SimplyE is how we hope to connect more 
people to more books from libraries.”* 
Hear, hear! 

SimplyE: Free ebooks from our public library
Reviewing NYPL’s ebook reader 

Robin Davis

Ebooks at John Jay
I would be remiss not to note that Lloyd 
Sealy Library also gives you online access 
to many ebooks. These are primarily 
academic publications that support the 
multidisciplinary research done on our 
campus. You can find ebooks through 
OneSearch, which displays a “Full text 
available” link instead of a call number for 
ebooks. Reading (or “streaming”) ebooks 
online is easy as pie, and downloading 
a chapter at a time as a PDF isn’t too 
hard, but downloading entire books 
for offline reading can be immensely 
onerous and confusing. That said, our 
ebook collections continue to grow and 
have proven to be very convenient for off-
campus research.

*Source: “About.” Library Simplified, www.librarysimplified.org/about.html. Accessed 17 Oct. 2018.

The SimplyE app
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New acquisitions Selected by Maria Kiriakova
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Recently, the library cataloged an electronic version of The 
World Atlas of Illicit Flows (shortlink to PDF: jjay.cc/flows). 

This 152-page document was introduced on the margins of 
the 73rd United Nations General Assembly on September 25th. 
Its creation was possible due to the collaboration between IN-
TERPOL, RHIPTO Norwegian Centre for Global Analyses, and 
the Global Initiative. Through outstanding charts and graphs, 
the atlas illustrates how transnational organized crime has 
infiltrated every corner of society worldwide, exploiting gov-
ernance weaknesses during local conflicts and sustaining 
non-armed groups and terrorists. The document provides the 
first consolidated overview of illicit flows and their signifi-
cance in conflicts worldwide. There are over a thousand smug-
gling routes worldwide of goods and services associated with 
environmental crime, drugs, and people.

Twelve chapters illustrate an atrocious scope of the catas-
trophe of transnational organized crime, including environ-
mental crime, which is more lucrative than human trafficking. 
It provides more than a third of income that finances the larg-
est armed groups. Two other big groups of sources for armed 
groups are illegal trade and exploitation of fuel (20 percent), 
and illicit taxation and extortion (17 percent). Twenty-eight 
percent of these groups’ income is derived from production, 
trafficking, and taxation of drugs. The largest, least risky, and 
most profitable illicit environmental industry is illegal log-
ging. Other crimes in the World Atlas of Illicit Flows includes il-
legal wildlife trade; in the document, we learn that pangolins 
are the world’s most trafficked animals. Human trafficking is 
also covered; economically speaking, it is the fourth-largest 
global crime sector, with an estimated annual market value of 
at least US$157 billion.

The Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized 
Crime (globalinitiative.net), one of the sponsors of the World 
Atlas of Illicit Flows, is a non-for-profit organization that at-
tempts to regenerate the debate around countering organized 
crime, illicit trafficking, and trade. Established about seven 
years ago, this network of experts around the world grew 
rapidly, including experts in law enforcement agencies, law 
practitioners, senior officials in international organizations 
like UN and INTERPOL, academics, and civil society organi-
zations. It encourages free thinking and debate, looks at the 
problems of trafficking and illicit trade from new angles, mo-
bilizes political will, and creates new ideas. The Global Initia-
tive website has an abundance of information, research pub-
lications, policy briefs, infographics, and more. The research 
publications can be searched by topic, type of document and 
type of crime.

The Global Initiative is a young organization that has big 
potential and is already influential in the international arena. 
Its website should be bookmarked by students learning about 
international criminal justice, terrorism, economic and envi-
ronmental crimes. The Global Initiative’s recent environmen-
tal crime projects include a search engine that deconstructs 
law into data, setting the foundation for an unprecedented 
ability to conduct smart searches within the laws, compare 
key legal concepts among jurisdictions, and assess the quality 
of legal systems to effectively manage societal challenge. An-
other initiative, UN-TOC Watch, seeks to monitor and analyze 
how the UN System has been responding to organized crime 
in the period 2012-2017. There were 1,113 UN Security Coun-
cil passed resolutions analyzed in reference to different types 
of crime. The findings are just hot off the press, titled Orga-
nized Crime and Its Role in Contemporary Conflict: An Analysis 
of UN Security Council Resolutions. The collected data can be 
further explored by the region and type of crime (see it online 
at shortlink jjay.cc/untoc).

The World Atlas of Illicit Flows
Tracing transnational organized crime

Maria Kiriakova

Infographic from the World Atlas of Illicit Flows (p.15)
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Nostalgia for the Light (2011) 
“Director Patricio Guzman travels to Chile’s Atacama Desert 
where astronomers examine distant galaxies, archaeologists 
uncover traces of ancient civilizations, and women dig for the 
remains of disappeared relatives” (Docuseek2 description). 

Milking the Rhino (2009)
“The promise of community-based conservation in Africa” 
(Docuseek2 description).

Facing Death (2003)
“A comprehensive look into the life and work of Elisabeth 
Kubler-Ross, author of the landmark On Death and Dying” 
(Docuseek2 description).  

How Happy Can You Be? (2005)
“What is happiness? And how do we get more of it? Visiting 
leading figures in positive psychology and observing clinical 
experiments, this is a light-hearted but serious investigation” 
(Docuseek2 description).

Swim for the River (2006)
A swimmer swims the Hudson River from its source in the Ad-
irondacks all the way to New York Harbor, talking to people 
along the way about past and present pollution threats, in-
cluding oil seeping into the Newtown Creek.

We now subscribe to the Docuseek2 Compete Collection of 
documentaries and social issues films. The content 

comes from Bullfrog Films, Icarus Films (including The Fan-
light Collection and dGenerate Films), Kartemquin Films, Me-
diaStorm, the National Film Board of Canada, Scorpion TV, 
Sincerely Films, Terra Nova Films, and KimStim. Bullfrog and 
Icarus were founded in the 1970s and together founded Docu-
seek to stream documentaries via college libraries. 

To explore the content, browse the platform, or if you are 
looking for a specific title, use the Library’s OneSearch dis-
covery tool. Worth noting are Addiction Incorporated (2014), 
Anthropocene (2016), The Yes Men Fix The World (2009), Xmas 
Without China (2013), Vulva 3.0 (2014), Mobutu, King of Zaire 
(2000), United States of Africa (2011), Talk to Me: Teens Speak 
Out About Sexual Violence (2006), The American Ruling Class 
(2007), and Death By Design (2017).  

To further whet your appetite, some titles are described be-
low. To view the Docuseek2 platform directly, head to short-
link jjay.cc/docuseek2.

Finally Got the News (2003)
A documentary “about the League of Revolutionary Black 
Workers, which was, ‘in many respects the most significant 
expression of black radical thought and activism in the 1960s.’ 
—Manning Marable, Prof. of History, Columbia Univ.” (Docu-
seek2 description).  

The Great Flood (2013)
Original footage of the Mississippi River Flood of 1927, with a 
wordless soundtrack of blues inspired music.

Brother Towns / Pueblos Hermanos (2010)
“An uplifting story about Jupiter, Florida’s humane response 
to an influx of day laborers from Jacaltenango, Guatemala….
Our story includes voices of those opposed to undocumented 
immigrants as well as advocates helping migrants who seek 
work and hope, whether documented or not” (Docuseek2 de-
scription).

Docuseek2 Complete Collection
A new video streaming platform

Ellen Sexton
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We have just started subscribing to 
Academic Videos Online (AVON), 

the most extensive product curated by 
Alexander Street Press, a vendor that 
licenses video collections to university 
libraries. AVON contains 66,000 titles 
from multiple disciplines and in diverse 
formats: documentaries, feature films, 
lectures, news programs, and more. The 
metadata describing each video is de-
tailed and includes abstracts and subject 
headings. Most (but not all) of the vid-
eos are closed-captioned in English. To 
see AVON yourself, visit shortlink jjay.
cc/avon.

  
Design
AVON videos are accessed via two user 
interfaces: the ProQuest search inter-
face and the Alexander Street platform.

The ProQuest interface consists of an 
index with descriptive metadata and just 
a tiny thumbnail image of the video. The 
thumbnail image links to the video it-
self, which is hosted by Alexander Street 
on their platform.  

This is an unusual construction for a 
database, but the ProQuest search inter-
face alleviates significant aesthetic and 
functional problems with the Alexander 
Street platform. Searching the metadata 
on the ProQuest interface is many times 
quicker than on the Alexander Street 
platform. (Unfortunately, there is no 
easy link back to the ProQuest search 
engine from the Alexander Street plat-
form, but perhaps that is something 
they will eventually add.)

Discovery
The fastest and most efficient way of 
searching for videos by title or by specif-
ic topic is by way of the ProQuest search 
layer. The advanced search is especially 
powerful: searches can be limited by 
document type, language, and publi-
cation date. Word searches can be nar-
rowed to specific record fields, including 
title, subject, location, person, etc. 

All of the metadata is also harvested 
and shared with the library’s main 
discovery tool, OneSearch. Restrict-
ing OneSearch results to Resource type: 
Audio visual makes for more efficient 

AVON:  Academic Videos Online from Alexander Street Press 
Ellen Sexton 

searching and will search video content 
from multiple vendors.  

The best way of browsing by discipline 
is on the Alexander Street Platform—
slow, but it works.   

Content
There’s a substantial amount of more 
obviously educational material. Docu-
mentaries, archival footage, news pro-
grams, training materials, music perfor-
mances, and lectures typically appear in 
search results. Many are short enough 
to show in their entirety during one un-
dergraduate course period and still have 
time for discussion.  

AVON includes content previously 
packaged for us as American History 
in Video and Criminal Justice & Pub-
lic Safety in Video. The easiest way to 
browse content from either of these 
collections is to navigate via the disci-
pline headings on the Alexander Street 
platform—for instance, Social Sciences » 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety.       

The feature film content is astonish-
ingly good, though not easy to browse. 
It is discoverable using the ProQuest 
interface by limiting the search to re-
sults tagged with the document type 
“performances.” Or search for the name 
of a distributor, or a particular award. 
Some films that caught my eye include, 
from distributor Kino Lorber, The Return 

Scene from Citizen Jane: Battle for the City (2016)

(2003), City of Life and Death (2009), and 
Happy Together (1997).  From Music Box 
films we get Ida (2014), Seraphine (2008), 
Viva Riva (2011), Marina Abramovic: The 
Artist is Present (2012). From Sony Pic-
tures Classics, we get Nueve Reinas (Nine 
Queens) (2002),  Persepolis (2007), Made 
in Dagenham (2010), 12 (2007), Frozen 
River (2008), Volver (2006), Waltz With 
Bashir (2008), The Triplets of Belleville 
(2003), Sunshine State (2002), Friends 
with Money (2006), Breakfast on Pluto 
(2005), House of Flying Daggers (2004), 
The Raid: Redemption (2012), The Tango 
Lesson (1997). Also notable are We Need 
to Talk About Kevin (2011), Bicho de Sete 
Cabeças (2000), and many award-win-
ning movies from the Middle East, Af-
rica, India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, South 
and East Asia, Europe, and the Ameri-
cas.  

Early film is represented in the collec-
tion with titles from Edison and Ford, 
The Battleship Potemkin, and other silent 
classics. An interesting micro-collection 
is the 13-title Pioneers of African-Amer-
ican Cinema.  

Award-winning documentaries in-
clude The Sorrow and the Pity (1969), The 
Fog of War (2003), Call Me Kuchu (2012), 
Crumb (1994), Dogtown and Z-Boys 
(2002), Beirut Diaries (2006), 33 Days 
(2007), My Millennial Life (2016), Long 
Night’s Journey Into Day (2010), When the 
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Scene from Mother of George (2013)

Scene from Angkor awakens (2017).

Bough Breaks (2001), Cinema Komunisto 
(2010), Happy Valley (2014), After Til-
ler (2013). Also present are Citizen Jane: 
Battle for the City (2016), New York: The 
Green Revolution (2013), (un)veiled: Mus-
lim Women Talk About Hijab (2007), The 
Devil Came on Horseback (2007).  

Beware...
For best results, use a recent version of 
Chrome, Internet Explorer, or Firefox. 
Videos will not play in Safari, including 
Safari for iOS devices.  

The Alexander Street platform is slow 
to load content. This is especially no-
ticeable when going from the ProQuest 
interface to the video, and when playing 
videos off-campus. It does take time for 
the video to buffer initially before play-
ing. Patience and consciously restrain-
ing from clicking pay off. We have been 
assured by the vendor that there are 
plans in motion to substantially improve 
the appearance and functionality of the 
Alexander Street platform.  Until then, 
the best approach is to use the ProQuest 
layer for searching, and browse and view 
the videos on the Alexander Street plat-
form.  The quality of the content miti-
gates the imperfections of the user in-
terface.   

Scene from School Me! College for Prisoners (2018).
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Special Collections

On a hot July night in 1912, a gentle-
man known as “Beansy” was shot 

outside his illegal gambling establish-
ment at 104 West 45th Street. By Octo-
ber of that same year, seven men came 
before the Supreme Court of New York 
County, all charged with first-degree 
murder of Herman “Beansy” Rosenthal, 
including a NYPD Lieutenant named 
Charles Becker. Thus began a series 
of famous trials and public discussion 
about corruption in the NYPD and who 
was responsible for planning and carry-
ing out Rosenthal’s murder. 

Ultimately, five of the original defen-
dants were found guilty on appeal and 
were executed at Sing Sing Prison. 
While it is generally agreed that Lieu-
tenant Becker was “on the take” and had 
a far too cozy relationship with members 
of the “Lenox Hill Gang” (his co-defen-
dants in this first trial), speculation on 
the guilt or innocence of Becker for this 
particular murder continues to be hotly 
debated and is the subject of five books 
so far. 

The transcripts of three trials related 
to this case are in our Criminal Trial 
Transcripts of New York County Collec-
tion, which has been available on mi-
crofilm since 1985 (more about this col-
lection at jjay.cc/transcripts). The first 
half of the first trial (2,100 pages long) 
is available on the Library’s Digital Col-
lections. We will make the second half 
and the other trials digitally available in 
2019. In the meantime, we have supple-
mented the metadata with links to many 
other resources related to this case. 

Early twentieth century criminals & police
Digitization news

Ellen Belcher

First page of the trial transcript: People of the State of New York v. Charles Becker, Francisco 
Cirofici, Louis Rosenberg, Harry Horowitz, John Rich and William Shapiro
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Sing Sing prisoner identification pho-
tographs of five co-defendants ulti-
mately found guilty of Rosenthal’s 
murder. From the Lewis Lawes Papers, 
available on the Library’s Digital Col-
lections (dc.lib.jjay.cuny.edu), where 
you can find more aliases for the men 
pictured here.

Prisoner Identification Photo of Francisco 
Cirofici, alias 'Dago Frank', mislabeled 'Frank 
Cerefici'

Prisoner Identification Photo of Charles 
Becker

Prisoner Identification Photo of Harry 
Horowitz, Alias 'Gyp the Blood'

Prisoner Identification Photo of Jacob 
Seidenshner, alias 'Whitey Lewis'

Prisoner Identification Photo of Louis 
Rosenberg, alias ‘Lefty Louis’
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Upper left: Image of Richard E. Enright, probably prior to becoming NYPD Police Commissioner, date unknown. Available in our Digital Collec-
tions (object identifier Enright001). Lower left: Richard Enright speaking to guests (identifier: Enright012). Lower right: The Headquarters Divi-
sion of the Police Reserves entertains the Commissioner Richard E. Enright (identifier: Enright014).

(Continued from previous page) Earlier 
this year we received the Richard E. 
Enright Papers. Enright was NYPD 
Commissioner from 1914 to 1928. The 
donation was received from a retired 
garbage collector who found them in 
the trash on his route in Milwaukee. 
The entire collection has now been 
described in a finding aid (jjay.cc/
enright), and all 20 items have been 
digitized and are now uploaded to the 
Library’s Digital Collections (jjay.cc/
enrightcoll). 

However, we have had a difficult time 
identifying the people, events, and 
dates for some of these items. 

If you can help, please contact us at 
libspcoll@jjay.cuny.edu.
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Hey, Kiddo (Graphix, 2018) is a 
moving graphic novel by Jarrett 
J. Krosoczka. This is a depar-
ture from Krosoczka’s usual 
work, which includes the Lunch 
Lady series and other chil-
dren’s literature. Raised partly 
by his single mother, who is 
a drug addict, and mostly by 
his grandparents, Krosoczka 
retreated into art as a way to 
cope with his turbulent family 
life. The memoir follows him as 
he becomes a young adult, blos-
soms as an artist, tracks down 
his father, and reckons with his 

mother’s addiction, stints in rehab, and fatal overdose. This 
graphic novel is pegged as appropriate for ages 12–18, but 
adults will find it an absorbing, charming, and complex read, 
too. Available to check out from KBCC. Robin Davis

Her Body and Other Parties: Sto-
ries (Graywolf Press, 2017) by 
Carmen Maria Machado is a 
stunning short story collection 
that weaves together elements 
of science fiction, psychological 
horror, and dark comedy. I was 
glued to this book from the very 
first story—Machado’s charac-
ters navigate dangerous worlds, 
communicate with ghosts, and 
grapple with dread. Her Body 
and Other Parties is currently 
on the 2018 Brooklyn Public 
Library Literary Prize Shortlist 
and was a finalist for the 2017 
National Book Award for Fic-

tion. According to Deadline, FX has just secured the rights to a 
TV series based on the book, billing it as a “feminist Black Mir-
ror with fairy tale themes,” which sounds spot-on. Available to 
check out from multiple CUNY libraries, including Hunter and 
BMCC. Robin Davis

Library faculty favorites
Recommended reading

A Horse Walks into a Bar by  
David Grossman (translation 
Knopf, 2017). A cocktail of 
stream of consciousness, jokes 
and tears in one glass. One eve-
ning of a stand-up comedy act by 
one man is described in almost 
200 pages. Are you laughing at 
the man or with the man be-
cause he has no tears anymore? 
Did he plan this evening or is he 
improvising on the spot? This 
book is not a light read although 
it is impossible to put it down 
until you read it all. Available to 
check out from multiple CUNY 
libraries, including Baruch and 
Hunter. Maria Kiriakova

Blue Dreams: The Science and the 
Story of the Drugs that Changed 
Our Minds by Lauren Slater (Lit-
tle, Brown, 2018). Slater traces 
the history of psychopharma-
cology over the last century via 
nine drugs/treatments, from 
Thorazine to deep brain stimu-
lation. She incorporates the 
decades-long experiments with 
treatments for her own depres-
sion, though this is more a col-
lection of micro-histories than 
a memoir. It’s a journey of uses, 
misuses, trials and missteps, as 
well as the changing medical 
and popular attitudes towards 

various drugs and towards psychotherapy and other non-
chemical treatments. There’s just enough science to satisfy 
the curious layperson interested in the workings of the brain; 
she describes what happens to rats on certain drugs but is 
most interested in addressing the human element. Available 
to check out from multiple CUNY libraries, including KBCC 
and QBCC. Kathleen Collins
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Faculty 

Reference Desk Ext. 8246
Circulation Desk Ext. 2226 
_____________

Larry E. Sullivan 
Chief Librarian 
Ext. 8265 • lsullivan@jjay.cuny.edu
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Karen Okamoto 
Interim Assoc. Librarian for Public Services 
Interlibrary Loan Librarian 
646-557-4777 • kokamoto@jjay.cuny.edu
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Saad Abulhab
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Interlibrary Loan, ext. 8257

Michelle Dutton 
Acquisitions, ext. 8230

Avis Leary 
Bookkeeping, ext. 8229

Liza Linton 
Media/Interlibrary Loan, ext. 8241

Marilyn Rivera 
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Omar Rivera 
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Debra Spivey 
Acquisitions, ext. 8581
_____________
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